is suggested by the circumstance that there was a severe earthquake in this region on 6 Sept. A.D. 543, which destroyed half of Cyzicus; 5 and if the shocks had this effect at Cyzicus, they might well have been felt at Samothrace. The hypothesis that it was an earthquake which caused the damage which necessitated the restoration of the bath fits the text well, for it is not unnatural to suppose that two years might elapse before a modest bath in a place like Samothrace would be restored. There is evidence for another earthquake, in August of 554, which is said to have been felt at Constantinople and throughout the Empire, but there is nothing in the preserved records to suggest that this earthquake might have had any particular effect at Samothrace.6 
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